
 

 

 

Costing not less than everything 
 Today’s readings are like the squares on a patchwork quilt, all separate pieces calling out 
for some golden thread to bring them together to produce a beautiful work of art. The 
images offered to us would probably not be our choice of material. The gold thread, like 
treasure hidden in a field, symbolises who we are in God. It is the sacredness of each 
one of us. T.S. Eliot describes this treasure as  

A condition of complete simplicity 
Costing not less than everything. 

  

When we set our hearts on possessing something we may feel that it is beyond our reach 
because it ‘costs an arm and a leg’ but we will make the necessary sacrifices in order to 
own that particular object. In today’s reading Jesus uses similar but more exaggerated 
language to illustrate that to be true to who we are in God costs not less than everything. 
It means cutting out of our lives all that refuses to acknowledge and celebrate the sa-
credness in each one of us. It is a new way of seeing. Jesus is asking us to look within, 
to find our stumbling blocks which prevent us, and others, from becoming who we are. 
‘In the spiritual world stumbling blocks are a part of us. They are as much a part of us as 
are our hands, feet and eyes. Stumbling blocks are the patterns of life we have created 
for ourselves or to which we have been subjected by others but which we perpetuate. 
They are the habits of seeing, thinking, and acting that blind us to who we, our neigh-
bours and God really are. They distort reality so that we cannot respond appropriate-
ly.’(M.Marsh) 
   

Today we are being invited to acknowledge and celebrate the sacred. In response to that 
invitation, we may then want to choose our own material for our quilt, with each square 
depicting a memory of when we have experienced the sacred in each one of us, in crea-
tion and in the circumstances of our lives. This may have cost us everything but T.S.Eliot 
continues the above verse with the words of Julian of Norwich: 

And all shall be well and 
All manner of thing shall be well 
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    Last Weekend: Attendance 54. Offertory £120.00. Thank you for your generosity.  

                           Thanks also to those who contribute regularly to the Food Bank. 
     
 

 Masses received this week: Jack Mounsey.     

  CAFOD Harvest Fast Day 
  Our local experts are helping people all  aver the world to adapt to climate  change and 
protect our common home. By donating to CAFOD this Family  Fast Day you can help 
communities affected by the worst impacts of the climate crisis.  
Donate online through the CAFOD website or by using a CAFOD envelope. You  can also 
easily give via text  (CAFOD1O to 76580 to donate £10*. Or choose  to give any whole 
amount between £1 and £20 by texting CAFOD, followed by  the amount you would like 
to donate, to 70586.  
  *‘Texts cost £10 plus one standard rate message and you’ll be opting in to  hear more 
about our work and fundraising via telephone and SMS. If you'd  like to give £10 but do 
not wish to receive marketing communications, text  CAFODNOINFO to 70580. For more 
information please see our Privacy Policy:  cafod.org.uk/privacy   
    

Exposition and Holy Communion  -  Fridays at 6.30pm 
One effect of Covid was that we had to suspend the Friday Exposition and Holy Commun-
ion. However we will re-introduce this weekly devotion from 6.30-7.30pm this Friday. 
    

Deacons 
We need to think and pray, about who God might be calling to serve as Deacons or in 
other ways in our parish. Who do you think God might be calling? 
     

The Catholic Voice—there are now paper copies of our free Diocesan Newspaper 
available from church.  
                    

 Lancaster Diocese Faith & Justice Newsletter 
 - is available to view online at http://www.lancasterfaithandjustice.co.uk/newsletter/  
You will find: Season of Creation resource book, Pope Francis message of World Migrant 
and Refugee Day on 26th September, Vatican Document "Safeguarding Creation is every-
one's responsibility", and much more.             
     

The Rwanda Group Trust 
 - a registered & local Catholic charity based in Preston, is seeking to raise funds for the 
poorest of the poor in Rwanda.  The situation in Rwanda is very serious due to Covid 19, 
lack of vaccine and serious food shortages.  Our charity has no paid employees or over-
heads. Trustee Michael Donlan is seeking sponsorship to raise money for fishing nets and 
help rebuild housing after serious flooding.  You will find all the details on Just Giving at:  
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/fishingnetsforrwanda or contact www.rwanda 
grouptrust.blogspot.com  or email rwandagrouptrust.org @gmail.com  or tel Michael Don-
lan (Trustee) 07864 990941   Thank you   
              

Knit & Natter Group 
“Our next project is working with the Salvation Army Christmas Appeal. We will be knit-
ting/crochet baby clothes 0-18 months. We request donations of wool and knitting nee-
dles. There is a box at the back of the church. You could always join us on a Monday 
morning in the Padua room 10-12 or alternatively  knit any garment at home. Any ques-
tions please contact Karen Hardman on 464110.     

DIARY and MASS INTENTIONS   
for the week beginning Saturday 25th September 2021 

        Jesus said “I am the way, the truth and the light”. May the Church always demon-
strate and proclaim this with conviction and compassion. 
  As we approach Family Fast Day on Friday, grant us grace, to put the flourishing of all 
people and the wonder of your creation at the heart of all we do, as we strive to be guard-
ians of our common home.  
  On Monday we celebrate the feast of St Vincent de Paul, thanking God for this life of 
service. We pray for the members of Preston SVP Groups - may they be strengthened and 
rewarded for the service they constantly and quietly provide. 
  We pray for the sick and house-bound of our parish and for those who care for them, 
especially Bill York, Harold Slack, Bill O’Shaughnessy, Ray Mannion, Lawrence Dunnagan, 
Vera, Trevor Hughes, Maya, Deacon John Kilshaw, Claire.   May they be healed by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 

  We pray for Wilson, William (Bill) Ash, Victoria Chester, Jack Mounsey who have died 
recently,  and for those whose anniversaries occur at this time: Bill Craig, Henry Cross, 
Sarah Jane Moulding, Tessa Smith, Fr. Peter Dolan’s Dad, Sheila Morris, John Hodkinson, 
Albert Tierney, Antonia Baines, Agnes Wilson, Ada Jan, Robert Swarbrick, George Fisher, 
Evelyn Jenkins, Gina LaValle, Bridget Carter, Albert Howarth, Alice McCauley, Lilly 
Clitherow, Margaret Foster.  May they rest in peace.     

  —————————–———————-———————————-——— 
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St. Ant   

For our parish 

Joyce Penswick 

Mary Celia Park 

25th Sunday of the Year  

Bishop’s Administration Collection 

Mon 11.00am St. Ant  Funeral Mass: William Ash Feast: St. Vincent de Paul 

Tue  9.15am  St. Ant  Jack Kilshaw  

Wed  9.15am  St. Ant Kathleen Morton   Feast: Archangels  Michael,  
Gabriel, Raphael  

Thur 9.15am H.Family Special Intention Feast: St. Jerome 

Fri  9.15am 

     11.00am 

6.30-7.30pm    

St. Ant 

St Ant 

H.Family 

William Wilson 

Funeral Service: William Wilson 

Feast: St. Therese 

 
Exposition  with Holy Communion 

Sat 6.00pm St. Ant Gary Whittell Feast: Holy Guardian Angels 

Sun 9.30am 

     11.00am 

      5.00pm 

St. Ant 

H.Family 

St. Ant 

Jack Mounsey 

For our parish 

Special Intention 

27th Sunday of the Year  

CAFOD envelopes return 

Sat 6.00pm St. Ant Rev John Kilshaw  


